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NEW ZEALAND FOOD IMPORT REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

DISCLAIMER: This report was prepared by the Foreign Agricultural Service of the USDA in Wellington, New Zealand for
U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultural products. While every possible care was taken in the preparation of
this report, information provided may not be completely accurate either because policies have changed since its
preparation, or because clear and consistent information about these policies was not available. It is highly
recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their foreign customers, who are
normally best equipped to research such matters with local authorities, before any goods are shipped. FINAL IMPORT
APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCT IS SUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING COUNTRY'S RULES AND REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED
BY BORDER OFFICIALS AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY.

Please contact this office if you have any comments, corrections or suggestions about the material contained in this
report:

Office of the Agricultural Attaché

Foreign Agricultural Service, U.S. Embassy

29 Fitzherbert Terrace

Thorndon, Wellington, New Zealand

Phone: +64-4-462-6030; Fax: +64-4-462-6016; Email: agwellington@fas.usda.gov

SECTION 1. GENERAL GUIDELINES
INTRODUCTION

New Zealand is a well-developed market consists of 4.06 million people, with an annual
population growth rate of only about 0.5 percent. It is a largely urbanized society with two-
thirds residing in the principal urban areas of Auckland (1.2 million), Wellington (451,600),
and Christchurch (344,000). New Zealand population is diverse and multi-cultural.
Approximately 80 percent of New Zealanders are of European origin, with around 15 percent
Maori, 6 percent Polynesian, 3 percent Asian and 2 percent Indian. New Zealand is an
English-speaking country with a strong and stable democracy.

= The United States is New Zealand’s second largest trading partner for agricultural
products. Total agricultural exports from the United States to New Zealand in
calendar year 2003 totaled $157 million, two-thirds consisting of consumer-oriented
products. U.S. exports to New Zealand emphasize fresh fruit, processed fruit &
vegetables, pet food, snack foods and dairy products.

= The United States holds a 10 percent market share of New Zealand’s imported
consumer oriented foods and beverages. The U.S. share has declined slightly since
2001, due largely to a strong U.S. dollar.

= New Zealand can be a good export destination for new-to-export companies. U.S.
products are seen as being of excellent quality and are usually appealing in the sense
that they are “different or new”.

New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) Biosecurity Authority regulates the
importation of plants and plant products to prevent the establishment of pests and diseases
that could harm New Zealand's productive resources and biodiversity.

The U.S. exporters interested in exporting plant or plant products, animal or animal products
and wood and wood material are required to meet Import Health Standard (IHS)
requirements specified by MAF prior to exporting food and forestry products into New
Zealand. The IHS specifies the requirements that must be met in the country of origin or
export, during transit, and during importation and quarantine period, in order to seek
biosecurity clearance in New Zealand.

Import Health Standards (IHS) are available on following products:
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1. Plants and plant products such as cut flowers, fruit and vegetables, nursery stock and
seeds, which can be found at http://www.maf.govt.nz/mafnet/services/importing-
plants-requirements.htm

2. Live animals and animal germplasm (semen and embryos). More information on this
can be found at http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/imports/animals/standards

3. HIS on Wood and forest products can be found at
http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/imports/forests/

New Zealand Food Safety Authority

The New Zealand Food Safety Authority (NZFSA) sets policies, criteria and procedures to monitor

the safety of imported food for human consumption. Various high-risk prescribed food
products require a health permit from the Auckland District Health Board Central Clearing
House (Central Clearing House). Foods not listed in the prescribed foods list are categorized
as low risk foods. These do not require a health permit, however, they are expected to
comply with all requirements in the joint Code as well as biosecurity legislation.

SECTION 11 - LIST ALL EXPORT CERTIFICATES REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT;
PURPOSE OF SPECIFIC EXPORT CERTIFICATE

Products Title of Certificate | Attestation Required on Purpose Requested by
Certificate

Nuts- -Aflatoxin certificate Level of aflatoxin should not | Health New Zealand Food

Peanuts, from an approved exceed 0.015 parts per Certificate Safety Authority
USDA Laboratory million level of aflatoxin.

Pistachios -Quarantine Biosecurity New Zealand Ministry
declaration from U.S. Requirement of Agriculture.
supplier Please see Pistachio

Peanuts
requirements

Walnuts, -Quarantine No certifications/inspections | Biosecurity New Zealand Ministry

pecan, certificate (When required if packaged for requirement of Agriculture

almonds and Commercially packed | direct retail sales or less

most other by the Company) than 10 kg packs

dry nuts

Dry Fruits Quarantine No certifications/inspections | Biosecurity New Zealand Ministry
certificate (when required if packaged for Requirement of Agriculture
commercially packed | direct retail sales or less
by the company) than 10 kg packs

Dry beans, Phytosanitary “Seeds/beans in this Biosecurity Ministry of

sunflower Certificate/ consignment were heat Certificate Agriculture. For more

seeds, lentils,
chickpeas, leg

Sampling Certificate

Seed Analysis
Certificate

Quarantine
Certificate

treated and the
consignment contains no
viable seeds."

“Grain was officially
sampled”

“Specifying the identity of
any regulated weed seeds
listed in the “Schedule of
regulated weed seeds” (See
Appendix 1 of NZIHS)”
“Complies with MAF
requirement

Inspected
weed/seed/impurities”

information, please
see IHS on Grains
and Seeds
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Products Title of Certificate | Attestation Required on Purpose Requested by

Certificate
Stone Fruits Phytosanitary “shipment has been Biosecurity New Zealand Ministry
(California Certificate, issued by | inspected in accordance Certificate of Agriculture.
Nectarines, NPPO, USDA with appropriate official Please see IHS of
Peaches, procedures and found to be California Nectarine-
plums) free of visually detectable Peach

quarantine pests”
Pacific North- | Phytosanitary “shipment has been Biosecurity New Zealand Ministry
West Cherries | Certificate inspected in accordance Certificate of Agriculture

with appropriate official Please see IHS of

procedures and found to be Pacific North West

free of visually detectable Cherries for more

quarantine pests” information

-details of the fruit fly

treatment included in the

“Disinfestation and/or

Disinfection Treatment”

area of the phytosanitary

certificate.
Shelf Stable -Animal Health “The products do not Biosecurity New Zealand Ministry
Pet foods with | Certificate contain any specified risk Certificate of Agriculture. Please
bovine meat -Appendix A of MAF material” see IHS of Pet Foods

to be certified by
USDA

Bovine meat -Export certificate “Foot and mouth disease Biosecurity New Zealand Ministry
and meat -Zoosanitary and rinderpest have not Certificate of Agriculture.
products for certificate occurred in or the United Please see IHS of
Human States of America during Bovine Meat
consumption the twelve months

immediately prior to

manufacture of the

products. The products do

not contain any specified

risk materials”
Frozen Pig By | -Animal Export “African swine fever, foot Biosecurity New Zealand Ministry
products Certfication/ and mouth disease, hog Certificate of Agriculture.

Zoosanitary
certificate

cholera (classical swine
fever), rinderpest and swine
vesicular disease have not
occurred in the United
States of America during
the previous 12 months”

Please see HIS of
Frozen Pork meat

SECTION 11 — PURPOSE OF SPECIFIC EXPORT CERTIFICATES

Please refer to the Table under Section 1.

SECTION 111 — SPECIFIC ATTESTATION REQUIRED ON THE EXPORT CERTIFICATE

Please refer to the Table under Section 1.

Fruits and vegetables entering New Zealand require additional declaration on Phytosanitary
Certificate. For the list of fruits and vegetables requiring this information, please see New
Zealand Ministry of Agriculture’s website for further details
http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/imports/plants/standards/152-02.pdf.

UNCLASSIFIED

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service




GAIN Report - NZ5016 Page 5 of 13

Following additional declaration is required on Phytosanitary certificate when shipping
Mandarin, Strawberry and Peaches/nectarines. For other fruits and vegetables please see
the above link:

PHYTOSANITARY CERTIFICATE - ADDITIONAL DECLARATIONS

1. Mandarin/Tangerine
The mandarins/tangerines in this consignment have:
RG1 Pests: been inspected in accordance with appropriate official procedures and
found to be free from any visually detectable quarantine pests, specified by the New
Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

RG2 Pests: undergone appropriate pest control activities that are effective against:
Aleurocanthus woglumi

Spiroplasma citri [VO]

Xanthomonas campestris

OR

been sourced from an area free (verified by an official detection survey) from:
Aleurocanthus woglumi

Spiroplasma citri [VO]

Xanthomonas campestris

Note: Combinations of treatments and area freedom are permissible for the
aforementioned RG2 pests.

RG3 Pests: treated in accordance with Appendix 1 of the Arrangement between
the New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and the United States
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service concerning
the access of host material of fruit fly species of economic significance into New
Zealand from the United States of America.

2. Strawberry

The strawberries in this consignment have:

RG1 Pests: been inspected in accordance with appropriate official procedures and
found to be free from any visually detectable quarantine pests, specified by the New
Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

RG2 Pests: Nil.

RG3 Pests: treated in accordance with Appendix 1 of the Workplan between the New
Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and the United States Department of
Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service concerning the access of host
material of fruit fly species of economic significance into New Zealand from the
United States of America.

3. Nectarine/Peach
The nectarines/peaches in this consignment have:
RG1 Pests: been inspected in accordance with appropriate official procedures and
found to be free from any visually detectable quarantine pests, specified by the New
Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.
RG2 Pests: undergone appropriate pest control activities that are effective against
those risk group 2 regulated pests specified by NZ MAF.
OR
been sourced from an area free (verified by an official detection survey) from those
risk group 2 regulated pests specified by NZ MAF.
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Note: Combinations of treatment and area freedom are permissible for the
aforementioned RG2 pests.

RG3 Pests: treated in accordance with Appendix 1 (b) of the Workplan between NZ
MAF and APHIS, USDA.

SECTION IV — GOVERNMENT CERTIFICATE LEGAL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Dry Nuts and dry fruits

New Zealand laws require a copy of Quarantine Certificate (completed and signed on a
company letterhead) to be accompanied when exporting less than 10-kilogram packs of
commercially packaged dry nuts and dry fruits from the United States. Quarantine
Certificate is required for individual shipments made from the United States. An Aflatoxin
certificate for peanuts and pistachios is also required with each shipment.

Dry Beans/Lentils
Phytosanitary certificate, sampling certificate, seed analysis certificate and quarantine
certificate are required with each shipments exported to New Zealand.

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture requires a Phytosanitary certificate prior to shipment of
fresh fruits and vegetables. The certificate is valid for each shipment. U.S. exporters
seeking to export Fresh Fruits and Vegetables into New Zealand need to check at
http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/imports/plants/standards/152-02.pdf.

whether a current HIS exists for the commodity concerned.

Bovine Meat and meat products for Human consumption

The New Zealand Food Safety Authority (NZFSA) recently completed an assessment of the
U.S. BSE regime and determined that U.S. safeguards were equivalent to those provided by
New Zealand’s BSE measures. Following certification agreement, NZFSA will remove its
case-by-case assessment requirement for imports of U.S. bovine products. This follows New
Zealand restricting imports of U.S. beef and beef variety meats following the December
2003, announcement of BSE in the United States. Import restrictions were also imposed on
live cattle, certain pet food, and U.S. processed food products containing beef. A country
assessment review by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) is also underway which
will permit a re-instatement of New Zealand’s Import Health Standard (IHS) for U.S. live
cattle and a resumption of trade. New Zealand has very strict phytosanitary/sanitary
requirements for other meat products, please check New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture
website if Import Health Certificate is issued for a particular meat product that U.S. exporter
will like to export http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/imports/ihs-search.htm

SECTION V — OTHER CERTIFICATION/ACCREDITATION REQUIREMENTS

Please check FAS/Wellington reports titled Food and Agricultural Import Regulations &
Standards, Exporter Guide and Retail Report at
http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/AttacheRep/default.asp to see further details on food
requirements for New Zealand market. Some of these requirements are:

Phytosanitary/Sanitary requirements
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All food products entering New Zealand require Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF)
biosecurity clearance for import. Generally only products for which an Import Health
Standard (IHS) has been issued are qualified to obtain biosecurity clearance. IHSs outlines
the phytosanitary requirements for the import of food products. These requirements are
established on the basis of risk analyses. New Zealand’s biosecurity requirements for fresh
produce and meat products are quite stringent.

Food Labeling Requirements
Food manufacturers seeking to export to New Zealand should always consult the most up-to-

date version of the joint code for definitive information on current food labeling and
composition requirements.
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APPENDIX 1. ELECTRONIC COPY OF OUTLINE OF EACH CERTIFICATE
(Phytosanitary Certificate for Beans)
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Seed Sampling Certificate for Beans
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Seed Analysis Report . .
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Example of Phytosanitary Certificate for Fresh Grapes
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Phytosanitary Certificate for Citrus
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Additional PhYtosanitary Requirement for CITRUS

- RIDER ATTACHMENT Y
PHYTOSANITARY CERTIFICATE NO. FPC # 7916713 }

ISSUED ON January 24, 2005

AT LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA —

ADDITIONAL DECLARATION s

THE ORANGES AND LEMONS IN THIS CONSIGNMENT BAVE BEEN INSPECTEDR TIV
ACCORDANCE WITH APPROPRIATE OFFICAAL PROCEDURES AND FOUND TO BE FREE OF
ANY VISUALLY DETECTABLE REGULATED PESTS SPECIFIED BY THE NEW ZEALAND
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY™

AND

“THE ORANGES AND LEMONS IN THIS CONSIGNMENT HAVE BEEN SOURCED FROM AN
AREA FREE (VERIFIED BY AN OFFICIAT, DETECTION SURVEY) FROM Aleurocanthus
waoglumi, Bemisla tabaci [strain] , Thrips palmi. Spiroplasma eltro IV0), AND Xanthomonas

exonopodis (=x. campestris) pv, Ciirt,”
AND

“TIE ORANGES AND LEMONS IN THIS CON SIGNMENT HAVE BEEN TREATED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH APPENDIX | (b) OF THE WORK PLAN BETWEEN THE NEW ZEALAND
MINISTRY OF ACRICULTURE AND FORESTRY AND THE UNTTED STATES OF AMERICA
NATIONAL PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATION CONCERNING THE ACCESS OF HOST
MATERIAL OF FRUTT FLY SYECIES OF ECONOMIC SHGNIFICANCE INTO NEW ZEALAND
FROM THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA"

NAME OF AUTHORIZED OFFICER: RONA BARSOUM

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFTCER: i-’" & ﬁu' ——
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